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§3-8-9. Lawful and unlawful election expenses; public opinion polls and
limiting their purposes; limitation upon expenses; use of advertising agencies
and reporting requirements; delegation of expenditures.

(a) No financial agent or treasurer of a political committee may pay, give, or
lend, either directly or indirectly, any money or other thing of value for any
election expenses, except for the following purposes:

(10) For conducting public opinion poll or polls. For the purpose of this
section, the phrase “conducting of public opinion poll or polls” shall mean and

be limited to the gathering, collection, collation, and evaluation of information

reflecting public opinion, needs, and preferences as to any candidate, group of

[El

18) Q14 ZatAs o 2AAMEO] U A7, 4% HE



candidates, party, issue, or issues. No such poll may be deceptively designed
or intentionally conducted in a manner calculated to advocate the election or
defeat of any candidate or group of candidates or calculated to influence any
person or persons so polled to vote for or against any candidate, group of
candidates, proposition, or other matter to be voted on by the public at any
election: Provided, That nothing herein may prevent the use of the results of
any such poll or polls to further, promote or enhance the election of any

candidate or group of candidates or the approval or defeat of any proposition

or other matter to be voted on by the public at any election;
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O 89 2% “Sixteen of the twenty-seven European Union countries, for

K

example, ban reporting of polls, although timeframes range from a full month
to just 24 hours before election day. Only three countries - Italy, Slovakia
and Luxembourg - have bans of more than seven days. In many of the EU
countries, legal challenges in recent years have reduced the time period over
which the ban applies”

O 3&A|9F wl=re] ¢ “Meanwhile in the United States media coverage of
opinion polls is regarded as an integral part of free speech in elections and
publication is allowed at any time.”
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& (FAL, A, & NGH, 2022).
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